DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
10117 PRINCESS PALM AVE., SUITE 120
TAMPA, FLORIDA 33810

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

Tampa Regulatoxry Office December 12, 2008

PUBLIC NOTICE

Permit Application No. SAJ-2008-4249% (IP-CJW)

TC WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: This district has received an
application for a Department of the Army permit pursuant to
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. §1344) as
described below:

APPLICANT: Polk County Board of County Commissioners
330 West Church Street
Bartow, Florida 338390

WATERWAY & LOCATION: The West Pipkin Road Widening project is
located just south of Lakeland Linder Regional Airport and
extends from Medulla Road to 0ld Highway 37, in Sections 8-11,
Township 29 South, Range 23 East, in western Polk County,
Florida.

Directions to the site are as follows: From Tampa travel east
cn I-4. Take exit 27 to the Polk Parkway. Merge onto the Polk
Parkway-east to exit 3 for SR-572/Airport RdA. Turn right at
Airport Rd. Turn left on Drane Field Road and head west towards
County Line Road. Turn left on County Line Road and travel
South to West Pipkin Road. Turn left onto West Pipkin Road.
Travel to intersection of West Pipkin Road and Medulla Road.

LATITUDE & LONGITUDE: Latitude 27.587472 North
Longitude 81.97333 West

PRCJECT PURPOSE:
Basic: Road widening of the existing West Pipkin Road.

Overall: The West Pipkin Road project converts the existing
two-lane rural roadway into a four-lane urban roadway .

PROPOSED WORK: The applicant proposes to fill approximately
1.14 acre of wetlands, 0.12 acres of Poley Creek, and 3.14 acrss
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roadway into a four-lane urban roadway. The project will
involve work at the Yates Road, 0ld Medulla Road, and South
Pipkin Road intersections.

EXISTING CONDITIONS: The wetland system onsite consists of
forested and herbacecus freshwater systems. The vegetation
within the freshwater marsh systems include sand cordgrass
(Spartina bakeri}, scftrush {(Juncus effusus), and pickerelweed

(Pontederia cordata). Nulsance and exotic vegetation observed
within portions of thig habitat type included torpedo grass,
Peruvian primrose willow, and cattails. The vegetation within
the forested wetland systems include common hardwoocd species
including red maple (Acer rubrum), willows (8alix. sp.), water
oak (Quercus nigra), cypress (Taxodium sp.), and laurel ocak
(Quercus laurifolia). Nuisance gpecieg guch ag cattails and

Peruvian primrose willow were cobserved along the margine of this
habitat type. The existing area surrounding the project area
cons ists of predominately developed areas with residential land
uses. Native upland and wetland habitats are fragmented and
have been altered by adjacent land uses. Land uses within and
adjacent to the project area include residential land uses,
upland habitats, wetland habitats, transportation land uses,
communication land uses, and utilities. Many areas along the
project corridor were observed to ke in transition from
agricultural land uses to residential and commercial land uses.

Avoldance and Minimization Information: The applicant has
minimized impacts to the practical extent possible. No
additional encrocachment beyond the proposed four-lane expansion
is planned.

Compensatcecry Mitigaticn: To mitigate for the unavoidable
functicnal loss to the aguatic environment (0.83 functional
unitg, utilizing the Unifcorm Mitigation Agsessment Method), the
applicant is proposing onsite mitigation in three flocdplain
compensation sites and one creation area.

ENDANGERED SPECIES: The U.8. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps)
has determined the proposed project may affect, but ig not
likely to adversely affect the Federally endangered wood stork
{Mycteria Americana) and the Federally threatened Eastern Indigo
Snake (Drymarchon corais couperi) or its designated critfical
habitat. The entire project area falls within the Core Foraging
Areas of two known wood stork nesting sites. No wood storks
were observed during field surveys. No eastern indigo snakes
were encountered during field surveys. However, native upland
habitat suitable for the indigo snake is pressant. Therefors,
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rhe standard guidelines for the protection of indigc snakes will
be implemented during construction. By separate letter, the
Corps will reguest the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's
concurrence with this determination pursuant fc Section 7 of the
Endangered Speciles Act.

ESSENTIAL FISH HARITAT (EFH): This notice initiates
consultation with the Naticnal Marine Fisheries Service on EFH
as required by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act 1996. Our initial determination is that the
proposed action would not have a substantial adverse impact on
EFH or Federally managed figheries. Our final determination
relative to project impacts and the need for mitigation measures
iz subject to review by and cocrdination with the National
Marine Fisheriesg Service.

NOTE: This public notice is being issued based on information
furnished by the applicant. This information has not been
verified or evaluated to ensure compliance with laws and
regulation governing the regulatory program. The jurisdictional
tine has not been verified by Corps personnel.

AUTHORIZATION FRCOM OTHER AGENCIES: Water Quality Certification
may be reguired from the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection and/or one of the state Water Management Districts.

Comments regarding the application should be submitted in
writing to the District Engineer at the above address within 21
days from the date of this notice.

If you have any guestions concerning this application, you may
contact Cynthia Wood at the letterhead address, by electronic
mail at Cynthia.J.Wood@usace.army.mil, by telephone at 813-769-
7070 by or by fax at 813-76%-7061.

The declsion whether to issue or deny this permit application
will be based on the information received from this public
notice and the evaluation of the probable impact to the
assgociated wetlands. This is based on an analysis of the
applicant's avoidance and minimization efforts for the project,
as well as the compensatory mitigation proposed.
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EVALUATION: The decision whether o issue a permit wil be based on an evalualion of the
probabie impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest. That
decisicn wili retlact the national concern {or both protection and ulifization of important resources.
The benefits, which reasonably may be expected ¢ acorue from the progosal, must be bajanced
against iis reasonably foresesable detriments. Al factors which may be relevant to the proposai
wili be considered including cumutative impacis thereof. amaong these are conservation,
ecanernics, esthetios, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historical properties, fish ang
ife vaiues, iood hazards, loodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and
acoretion, recrealion, wates supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food
and flner produchon, mineral needs, considerations of property ownarship, and in general, the
needs and welfare of the people.  Evaluation of the impact of the activity on the public interest wilf
also inciude application of the guideiines promulgated by the Administrator, ERA, under authority
of Section 4G4(b) of the Clean Waler Act of the criteria establishad under authonity of Section
102{a} of ihe Marine, Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act of 1972, A permit wili be
granted unless its issuance Is found to be contrary to the public interest,

The US Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) Is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, Siate, and
ipcal agencies and officials, indian Tribes: and cther interested parties in order to consider and evaluate
the impacts of ihis proposed activity, Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of
Engineers to determine whether o issue, modify, condition, or deny a permit for this proposal. To make
or deny this decision, comments are used 10 as5e85 impacts on endangered species, histotic
properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed
above, Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment andlor an
Environmental impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmantal Policy Act.  Commants are
also used lo determine the need for a public hearing and o determine the averall public interest of the
groposed activity.

COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT CONSISTENCY: in Florida, the State approvat constifutes
compiiance with the approved Coastal Zone Management Plan. In Puerto Rico. 2 Coastal Zone
Maragement Consistency Coneurrence is required from the Puerte Rico Planning Hoard. In the
Virgin islands, the Department of Planning and Natural Resources permit constitites corpliance
with approved Coastal Zone Management Plan.

REQUEST FOR PUBLIC HEARING: Any person may request a public hearing. The requast
st be submitted in writing to the District Engineer within the designated comment period of the
notice and must state the specific reasons for requesting the gublic hearing.

David S. Hobbie
Reguiatory Division
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